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Abstract

Dongsha Atoll appears in a circular shape with a diameter of 20 km, located at
the northernmost area of the South China Sea (labeled the “Swelling Sea” by
historical Chinese Sources). The atoll’s main land mass consists of the Dongsha
Island on the west side of the ring connected to the surrounding narrow circle, which
forms the north and south banks. The Dongsha Island is the largest island in the atoll,
with a maximum width of 2,800 m, and a maximum length of 860 m. The human
development of the Dongsha Island began due to and is correlated with the growth of
maritime activity in the surrounding area, and the sovereignty and trading conflicts
following the Age of Exploration.

The ocean is filled with resources useful to human livelihood. For hundreds of
years, the waters surrounding Dongsha Atoll served mainly fishermen with its
abundant fish stocks. However, fishing stocks are starting to show strain
today. Over-fishing has reduced the area to such a state that it requires protection
and support if it is to be useful in the future. This idea of protecting fishing stocks as
well as other natural marine life has received significant international
backing. Taiwan has created its first Marine Protected Area (MPA), which consists
of the area within 12 nautical miles around the Dongsha Atoll, following the
international trend of protecting threatened marine life. Moreover, the administration
created to oversee the MPA has the two main goals of protecting the wildlife in that
area, as well as raising awareness of the atoll’s natural resources and historical
legacy. This is indicative of Taiwan’s dedication and support of environmental and
resource protection, as well as its acknowledgement of the importance of this idea.

Keywords: Dongsha Island ~ Dongsha Atoll ~ South China Sea -~ Dongsha Harbor
Sites ~ Dongsha Marine National Park
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