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Abstract

The South China Sea, being a part of sea territories in the East Asia, had historically
been a critical path to the Silk Road at sea. The scattering archipelagoes in the South
China Sea comprise four groups, including the Dongsha Island(or East Sand Island -
Pratas Island), the Paracel Islands, the Macclesfield Bank, and the Spratly Islands.
Among the four groups of archipelagoes in the South China Sea, the Dongsha Island
are located in the far north of the South China Sea; in addition, they are also the
islands most close to the south of Taiwan. The East Sand Islands are one of the critical
strongholds in Taiwan’s South China Sea territories. Given the abundance of marine
resources and the unique landscape surrounding the Dongsha Islands sea area, the
Council of Economic Planning and Development of the Executive Yuan has
announced officially to build the first national marine park on the Dongsha Island.
This park includes 12 nautical mile sea regions away from the outer circular reefs of
the Dongsha Island, and it occupies a total area of approximately 350,000 hectares.
The external transportation of the Dongsha Island depends on sea transport and air
transport. The Coast Guard Administration runs sea transport on a fixed schedule;
for the air transport, the Air Force flights and the domestic UniAir aircrafts fly back
and forth once a week. Currently, the national marine park on the Dongsha Island is
under construction. It will be opened to be public at the adequate time taking into

account the need for the protection of the marine ecology there.

Key words: South China Sea -~ Pratas Island ~ Dongsha Island ~ Da Wang temple
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